Ixabepilone for the treatment of taxane-refractory breast cancer.
The ephothilones are a novel class of agents that bind to beta-tubulin, promote microtubule stabilization and cause cell-cycle arrest in G2/M phase. Ixabepilone (Ixempra) is an epothilone B that has demonstrated preclinical activity against a variety of tumor types and has recently been US FDA approved (application for registration ongoing in Europe) as a single agent for the treatment of taxane-refractory metastatic breast cancer, or in combination with capecitabine for patients with advanced breast cancer refractory to anthracyclines and taxanes. This review will provide an overview of the clinical development of ixabepilone, and emphasize the drug's utility for the treatment of advanced breast cancer.